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put through a fresh catechism. Simon Renard kept urging Mary
on. He dwelt upon the need of security before Philip set foot
in England, in this touching her in the quick, for she was
pathetically anxious to consummate the marriage as soon as
possible. She was thirty-eight and felt creeping time at her gate.
Proof there was not, and at last it was recognized that Eliza-
beth could not be put to death. The judges declared the evidence
insufficient for a conviction. True, there was an extraordinary
weapon for use in such a predicament - an act of attainder; but
there was no hope of turning it against Elizabeth. Parliaments
might be pliant, but pliant only within limits. In a rough way they
reflected public opinion, and this was not in the humour to
tolerate abnormal proceedings against the heiress to the throne.
The Council itself was divided: some members, including the
Admiral, Lord William Howard, Elizabeth's great-uncle, were
ready to express themselves with fierce heat. As for London, it
was Mary's despair. On 5 March some three hundred children
had gathered in a meadow, ranged themselves in two com-
panies., and played at the Queen against Wyatt, not ending until
they had captured the Prince of Spain and hanged him on a
gibbet from which he was cut down in the nick of time. Nine
days later people were flocking in thousands to hear the spirit
in the wall, the latest wonder, which when people cried 5God
save Queen Mary!' answered nothing, but when the cry
changed to *God save the Lady Elizabeth P replied eSo be it!'
and when asked "What is the Mass?' retorted 'Idolatry!* The
day Parliament met - 2 April - the streets were strewn with a
highly seditious letter in Elizabeth's favour, and with a paper
bearing these words: 'Hold fast, keep together, and we shall
prevent the Prince of Spain from entering this realm!' The fol-
lowing Sunday a dead cat was hung on the gallows inCheapside,
arrayed in a garment like a priest's vestment with cross back
and front, the crown of its head shorn, and a piece of paper like
a singing cake or wafer placed between its forefeet. Three days
later Wyatt was executed. He told the people from the scaffold
that neither Elizabeth nor Courtenay had any previous know-
ledge of his rising, a statement which, despite its limitations,